
THE STEAMSHIP AMERICA.
Spoeial History of the Origin and

Progress ofthe Fire by Which
the Tessel Was Lost.

"ill Eight" in the Evening, but a Dire Alarm
in the Dead of Night.

Simple Origin of a Most Serious
and Fatal Conflagration*

The Vessel Wrapped in Flames
Suddenly.

defective hose and no water

Sad Scenes on Board and from
the Shore.

Friendly Aid from Men-of-
War's Men.

The Chinese Jumping to a Suicidal
Watery Grave.

toss of Life, Loss of Treasure and
Loss of a Fine Ship.

tOV DID TIE DISASTER OCCUR?

Official Investigation and Finding
of the Court.

Description of the Scene by a United
States Naval Officer.

How Our Youthful Tars Boarded and Manned
the Burning Deck.

By IIkiuu) apodal correspondence from Yoko¬
hama, Japan, under date of September 3, we have
the following extended and complete report of the
origin and progress of the Ore ou board the mall
tteamatilp America, by which that veasel, with very
mai£ human Uvea and a considerable amount of
treasure, was lost. The IIbrald writer supplies,
also, * statement of the official inquiry which has
been already made.another la probable.with the
view of ascertaining the true cause ot the calamity.

Burning nf 4lt« Pacific Mall Sttamihlp
Amarlea .

Yokohama, Sept. 5, 1872.
The Pacific mall steamship America, Captain

Doaue, arrived In port on the morning of August 24,
after a pleasant voyage of Z', days across the Pacific
ocean. Her passengers and cargo for Yokohama
wore all landed that day, and during the afternoon
a few packages or cargo were taken In from this
place lor Ilong Kong.
^riRR IN TUG MUiir AND THE SHIP UnilTED IN

FLANK*.
At eleven o'clock P. M. nearly all hand* had re¬

tired to rest, as all the officers had been up the
whole of the previous night, preparing to enter
port. The Captain ami first officer had gone their
usual rounds and found everything all right. A
few minutes past eleven, whin the whole ship was
hushed and quiet.not>ody being around but the
watchmen, the stewardess and the captain of the
lighters.smoke was t>ecn to issue from the side- !
lights of the ship and from the saloon, and Immedi¬
ately the terrible cry of "Fire!" rang through the
¦hip.

All hands made the best of their way to where
the fire wan said to be.

It was certainly below the main saloon. The Aral
"people to get to the steerage appear to have been
the first ofllcer, Miller, and a quartermaster
named Wilson. On the starboard side of the upper
steerage some twenty bales of hay had iieen
stowed, and these were found to Le on Are. Al¬
though the smoke was very dense.as burning hay
makes a rapid and suffocating smoke.all these
first witnesses of the Ore are of one mind, that the
fire covered but a small space, two bales alone
being apparently then uu Are.

AFLOAT, BUT NO WATER.
The hose was Immediately stretched and the noz-

ele pointed at the flames, when horror: there was
no water. By this time the Captain and several
others had reached the scene, Mille their enemy,
the Are, was progressing with fearful rapidity.
"Water, for God's sake!" shouted everybody. In
about live minutes, to the joy of everybody, water
came; but alas, only to mock their efforts, lor a
feeble stream played for about three minutes and
then ceased. The truth then lor the first tlmo
seemed to dawn upou those who were endeavoring
to quell the Are.there was no steam to drive the
pumps. Buckets were now drawn Into play and
thrown on the burning steerage deck from the
main saloon, the deadlights ol which leading to the
steerage deck had been broken through.
By this time the Are had spread with fearful

rapidity. It had taken possession of the whole ol
the after steerage, being fanned by a score of open
ports and several ventilators, which caused a cur¬
rent of air through the Bteerage most favorable to
the spread of a conflagration. The Arc made Its way
along the narrow passages to the forward steerage
and up to the main deck, inch oy inch the men
were driven away from the steerage, uom the
saloon, from the main deck.
KXCIT1NU SCENE IN TUB HARBOR, BIT FRIENDLY

AID OF NO AVAIL.
In less than twenty minutes from the first dis¬

covery of the fire the whole ship was full of suffo¬
cating smoke, and was afire Its whole magnificent
length. All over the harbor fire alarm bells were
ringing, and tfce harbor wa3 alive with boats; but
¦o rapid was the fire that we have only heard of
two boats being able to board the ship, one a cut-
tor from tho British man-of-war Kinaldo. and a

¦arpan, containing two officers of the Tutted States
ship Lackawanna, who happened to be passing on
their way to their ship at the time. The futility of
further fighting the fire soon Impressed Itself on
the minds of all. One by one, as the officers and
the men were beaten back by the fiamcs, did they
seefc safety from the burn.ng ship by jumping over-

- board or sliding down ropes.
At twenty minutes to tweive the Captain himself

inmpod for Ills life. Ho was the last to leavo the
¦hip. As be struck the water his limbs became
paralyzed, and he would inevitably have drowned
had not the friendly hand or captain Williams, of
the Costa Rica, ««*».J L;m as he was about to sink
for the third time.
IB! CBINB8S PAMINGRRS RUSHING TO DESTRUC¬

TION.
In the meantime there was terrible confusion

among the 140 Chinese passengers forward. At
the first alarm of the fire they commenced rushing
ob dock with their boxes and packages and el-
facta. All rushed for the one ladder forward, gen¬
erally um*1 bv the Chinese passengers. Upon this

MRMr mm MM vm wwrfki, when the
whole gave way %r tkt faHtnf of the boom Above
mid ail were precipitated headlong Into tho seal
The root began to )rap overborn* or MMe down
ropes. Bone threw their boxeo overboard first
ana Jumped after them. Others took what
money they had.aonie aa muoh aa three
thousand dollars.tied It round tlietr waist*,
and, thus heavily weighted, jumped Into tho
sea. To theae circumstances must be attributed
the great loss of life, for the water was perfectly
calm, and the burning ship was surrounded by in-

n umcrable boats, the occupants of which did every¬
thing In their power to save life.

ITALIAN SHOT IN BII.IKP.
After everybody had left the ship the launch of

the Italian corvette Viltor Pisani came alongside
and fired the contents of her howitzer into tho ship,

t rying to sink her. But thla was altogether futile,
the shot having no effect upon tho ship's sidos.

Efforts had been made before the oaptaln left the
ship to flood the magazine, but this place was in¬
accessible. lite tug was now alongside with a
steam fire engine from shore, and although several
streams of water wore continually played upon her
the ship burned all night and all next da.v, until
five T. M., when thore was little left to burn; aud
the rain, which accompanied a typhoon which blew
for a few hours, deluged tho wrcck.

k URANP BUT MOURNVrL SORNR.
The soene from shore was grand and terrible.

Before It was known to the pcoplo of the settla-
ment the flro bad made groat headway, and at¬
tempts to save her had been abandoned. Luckily
for the reBt of the shipping It was a dead calm, so
that there was little danger of otiior vessels being
injured by the burning ship.
On tho afternoon of Bunday tho moorings of tho

ship were cut away and she was towed over to
Kanajawa. In doing so sho fouled the Deoapolls,
but did hor no damage. She then foulod tho ship
White Adder, some of whoso headgear had to lie
cut away before the wrook drove past. Sho then

Sot foul of the Thraolan, and evon set her on Are ;
ut this was soon put out, and tlie Thractan, slip¬

ping hor cables, got out of danger.
REMAINS OP TIIK MAUIN8 HTRITOTIWK.

All that is left of tho America Is hor funnel, hor
Immense iron wheels and her Iron bracing and cup¬
per. There is soaroely enough wood loft to make a
box of matches.

I,OSS OP MPfl AND NtTMBRB OP TITH VTPTWS.
The human victims to this disaster numboi Ufty-

nlne, viz:.Flrtv-threo t'hlucse, three JapancHO aud
throe foreigners.
The foreigners wero John II. Barker, engineers'

storekeeper; Joseph Lymort, steerage watchman,
and Thomas B. Cook (colored), stoerago cook. All
tho bodies havo been recovered.

TKIA8URR.
On the persons of the Chluese wero found bags

and pouches containing Mexican dollars, Ameri¬
can gold coin and gold dust. About $7,000 has
been recovered andls now In the hunds or the
United States Consul. Undoubtedly thcro must
have been among the Chinese passengers a large
amount of money.as Chinamen going homo from
California have usually managed to save from $M0
to $5,000. This they always carry with them,
never buying drafts or giving it to the purser for
sale keeping; and there Is no doubt that con¬
siderable of this money has been recovered and
secreted away by wreckers. There were no Euro¬
pean passengers on board at the time. All the
Yokohama passengers had landed with their
effects during the day. The Hong Kong and
Shanghae passengers were ashore, hut had iclt
all their baggage on the Ill-fated ship, uud, of
course, that was all lost.
There were about lour hnndred thousand dollars

in treasure on board. This was placed lu a large
Iron tank In the hold. The company's men are now
at work on the wreck trying to get this tauk up.

INQUIRY AS TO 0AC8R.
How <11(1 the lire take pia^of When I caw Oap-

tain l)oaue next day and asked liliu thin question lie
answered that he could only account Tor It In one
of two ways -either It had been set on (li e or It
was the effect or spontaneous combustion. IIo
was then under the impression that the lire com¬
menced on the freight deck, and ho expressed him¬
self on the stand during the official Investigation.
Hut this theorv was dlsproven by all the witnesses
who saw tbe Are lu its tnciplency, and further by
the facts that had It been on the freight dock It
must have been some time beiore It could commu¬
nicate to the steerage deck, where it was first seen,
and during that time it would have exposed
itself through the smoke that would have assur¬
edly escaped by the ventiilators that communicate
with the hurricane deck. Again, on the freight
deck were several boxes of cartridges which did
not burn until about three o'clock tho next
morning, showing that the Are must have bceu
communicated to that deck after its discovery on
the steerage deck. It undoubtedly originated In
the hay. How? It will be seen from the tcstl-
money adduced at the investigation that the
steerage hatchway was tho thoroughfare generally
used lor coolies, Ac., going dowu to the freight
deck to work. Now Japanese coolies will smoke
wherever they have the opportunity, and they are
extremely careless as to where they tlMuw the still
burning ashes. But we see that y^Biollex quit
«workai eight o'clock; and altliou^^^H were at
llrst allowed to stay on the ateeral^Vck by the
lirst oillccr, this order was rescinded, proimbly on
account of that officer reflecting upon the com¬
bustible material that was m tlie steerage
and on tho habits of the Japanese, ami
at nine o'clock thoy were all driven out

! (as shown by the official investigation). Hut It Is
I quite possible that one or two either stayed there

to sleep or made their way to that pla<-e after-
I wards, lor the steerage steward distinctly says that

one knowing the ship could make his way there
without belngseen by the watchman, and the fact
that the steerage watchman was not the first to
give the alarm oi lire, although it occurred at the
place where he ought to have been on the lookout,
and the further fact that he himself was burned,
speak very little In lavor of IiIh care and watchful¬
ness. Whether it was accident or design Is more
difficult of explanation. My own opinion Is that
one or two coolies had surreptitiously remained or
crept there, reall/.lug the fact thai bales of hay
made a softer bed than the boards of the deck, aud
that whllo there Indulged In smoking and thus set
lire to the ship.

Ttic story told by the two sailors of the Lacka¬
wanna is altogether unworthy of credence; the
conception of the romance was evidently after
the fact and Is to be attributed to that love of the
romantic luherent in the breast of every sailor,
especially a man-of-war's man. In the first place
Japanese do never, in speaking among themselves,
speak "pigeon Kngllsh." On the contrary they
Invariably speak tticir own language, of wnicn
these men 'do not understand a word. Again, If
there had been any design to burn the ship, where
these sailors were would be the last place that the
perpetrators would rush to to tell their design.
Further, sailors are not noted for reticence. Yet
this man Davis, as ho testified, hears of a probable
burning of an American ship, takes no in¬
terest In the matter, makes no Inquiries,
aud in a room full of people onty tells his
hum of what he had beard. Chum

agalu. not being bound to keep it quiet, neviwthc-
!«>« sa>s not a word about It Jo any one, and, al¬
though the fire occurs that night, does not spenk
of It to a living soul, not even to the officers of his
ship or his mates, until scveial hours after lie has
been on board the sh!p and two duys after the lire,
although tliey both saw the Are. Besides, tho
Japanese women alluded to were examined. None
of them knew anything about the tire till next
morning, aud the only basis for the whole yam Is
that when tne sailors left the house the next mom-
lug oue of the women said, "Hlg Melican ship
makee burn.'' As the boys overnight had indulged
inconsiderable firewater their recollections of the
time when this occurrcd are not probably very
distinct.
Another rumor got started around the settlement

that the ship was i>et on lire by Jap.mese, from
motives of revenge, it was stated that jusi before
the Great Republic started on her last voyage to
San Francisco a Japanese had been killed ny two
officers of the I'aclilc Mall Steamship company ou
that ship, and Ids body had been sent ashore in a
barrel, and several Japanese who had t»ecn wit¬
nesses to the deed were secured lu the company's> coal shed until the Kcpnhdc got away, on iuveatl-
gn'lon this turned out to be all "boslu" The whole
at surd story had been founded on the bare ia« t
that on » oa-d the IiecapolU a .lap had been killed.
An American who was engaged on the coal on that
ship has I cen arrested, aud lie states that tne man
fell dowu the hold by accident. A lull Investigation
into this matter has not yet been held; but it will
piobably turn out as the prisoner asserts.

HOW ItID Tilt; IMSASTKIl IIAPI'KN ?
Now arises the question, how did it happen that

a ship like the Ameih a, well officercd and manned,
thoroughly equipped in all ways, should be com¬
pletely destroyed by a lire, lnsignld> ant lu Its be¬
ginning, lu the space of time little exceeding half
an hour ? The answer has been fully and unequivo¬
cally given by the witnesses at the investigation.
There was no water! There was not sufficient
steam to work the rumps to supply tbe water.
Alter the tire tho chief engineer well understood
that inquiries would lie made of him as to the
reason that there was no available steam, and he
felt that he was unable to satisfactorily answer
those questions. When on the stand his manner
was hesitating and confused; but lie weakened his
own cause by attempting to attribute the lack or
water toother causes than to the absence or sleam.
His plea that the feed pipe nn^iit have burst or
broken or fallen down, or that the Joint* hud melted
or burst, was absurd.was flatly contradicted
by the testimony of facts by the different
witnesses, ami by none more unequivocallythan by lils own first assistant engineer. II anyaccident hud occurred to the pipe how cculd water
come through any one hosef Yet It was fullyproved that one hose In the saloon and one on the
hurricane deck did give water; and the captainstates that that one on the hurricane <ierk was
transmitting water when he d.*;»,.(| u,e Hhip-Ills statement that the one hose might ha\e been
connected with other sources of supply showed
that lie was Ignorant of the machinery of the ship,
for the captain, first officer and first assistant en¬
gineer all distinctly swear that tncre was but one
source of supply for water throughout the whole
ship. The theory 0/ the hose valves being closed Is
flatly contradicted by the first officer and the cap¬
tain. The first officer saw to the valves himself,
and it is but natural to suppose that the veriest
blockhead, in connecting a hose with the reed pip»,
would see that tho valve was open. The eau->e,
therefore, of the lire becoming master so soon Is
attributable to the want of steam an I to that
alone. While there can lie no doubt, therefore, as
to this fact, the question of responsibility is de¬
batable.

okkictai. pi.ras iv JU$rmc*noN.
The company hm published a pamphlet contain-

«, mjwj £23:SteMB must *> kep«M »" time* to
enfttne, with MM properly ntuohc*. be. AtMgjj

V2SSRAS*JM£H"»Now. the irtt part of thU'order'
Itaally broken. The chlot engineer ana wP«-«
testify ttiat It hw^ o^ Thi^J theyten or twelve pounds of eteam on. raw, J
admit, is not aufflclent J» *®* *£. <fid MtkeepWliou the engineer *M *sk*dtF1V /)? SzL? u. fufiup lull Bteam he answored that a.
Htenn all the time would necessitate co«»umjv

saprasriK^SS'is
srsswrana
brunt of the matter. Rule '. r®£j£nt tilmiieir from

br a OUIKM ereman, »»* "J"1 "iS.XXSJiKsntsf ~w.'^.Sssi^ssr.ssres .»-

I nM^r-i*. <*»'«« -Ms0%suaW£»,"»£"fett
saving at loast tbe hull of Mw sogj, wu.

Done,9Have "I flrst his efforts woreattempts to put the lire out. When
Uat was found toX ^ ^a? wtHf Ute to

sSffiaHsur w^nss
^p"«go^?^4.^ar^VASi,Spty.!5KffiW .>' clotninB Uod on lMlr l,«ck». Ono^'SrSUMUSpA.Kgg
i, .it it was bv no means a completo one. many uu

wt»ro annarently not consulted. Bcsiaes, »

tholPrnc8l(lc°nteof the Alurf toward?" c wllncssea

of'tllat'genUeman?6 It'hacl^Uic'ctrect8^ p°acli^ the
witnesses' on the defensive, they seeming to have

a iteellna thut each individually was ©" trial for
burning the ship. It Is most probable thata more
I'omDlete Investigation will bo held In New YorK,
where expert shipmasters and quglnoers will be^uiindunon for teatlmony. That the Investigation
here should have been Incomplete Is quite compre-
imiiHihie The Court cannot bo cxpected to bo
thoroughly posted upon steamship matters, and
t hern were lew If any experts at his command.
Nevertheless the Court evinced the utmoat patlence
in trying to slit the matter, and If It did not inor
ouglily succeed but little blamocan attach to It.B J

tub decision
,rendered ny the Court Is a lengthy one, and de-

notlilmr. It is a mere resuinfi of the tcstl-
monv with the opinions of the Court attached. It

outtlnK out Are.steam was only on one doniayholier and with a hill head of steam, o0'®.0'®than live streams, altogether, could bo supplied toext?ngu?sh a Are." Surely, somebody Is to blame
I f°The Court finds that It Is "usual toallow.team

tn mi down on all boilers except the donkey upue?sg wUenVport." If this be true, and the com¬
pany Is aware of this, then tue company Is rcspoii-
Bible. II not, then It rests with the Captalu aud

I too much time end
too many persons were occupied with fife bouse,l fgg$ fe;«,ru'!> ii" s«s! «./°oWhrnr.^r«^r,.,,!?n.^ a®lastly, Is no one to blame for the "unexpected fall

UThe "conviction'' entertained by the Court that
the tire was the work ol an Incendiary "8 "£®r"'yborne out by the testimony. That it is quitejpoaslble and even probabio is most true, but not more
possible or probable that it was the result of a
accident. There is 110 reason to suppose that any
antlnathv did exist " on the part ot some persontowards the Pacific Mall Stetuushlp Company or
some of Its ofllcers." And as to the fact that tn jfew Chinese passengers were generally suppliedwith large sums of money.this Is of naoinjlily oc¬
currence.every Bteamer brings more or less China

mThe America was carrying an excepttoMjyaniuii number of passengers.160 in all. lio^> ever,M«attTavS.ve,?here Is just as much reason to
sunnose that It was the action of some depraved
wretch as to suppose it was the result of an acci¬
dent. But whether It was the one or the other Is
destined, I am afraid, to remain lorever a mystery.

The Ofllctal Investigation.
The Court consisted of Consul fSbepard, presiding;

Captain Paul Shirley, United states steamship
Lackawanna; Captain Percy, American steamer
Emperor.
United States Minister Dc Long occupied n scat

on the bench, and from time to time made sug¬
gestions to the Court.
The Court convened August 31, 1872.

HUTU DOANK'a TESTIMONY.
Captain Seth Donne being duly sworn, testified. Am ft

shipmaster ; iny Inst command was the Pacific Mail
steamship Company's steamship America ; was in com¬
mand and on board at the time of the tire ; I was asleep ;
was amused by the first officer, who said tho ship was on
tire ; as near as I can recollect it was a tew ininntes pasteleven o'clock; six bells had struck ; 1 rushed into the
saloon; saw the hose stretched and men to
ijuarters; each man has a station; (was shown
a book of Herniations ot the company which he
recognized as such); pace 4.1 ot said book is the
Kirn Stations bill ; copies ol these are posted all over Ihe
ship; I saw the flames through the deadlight* ot saloon
deck; these deadlights were about half way between
main and mi/.zen masts; saw the light of the flame
through the deadlights; there was no other evidence of
lire in the saloon as there was no outlet ; t«w men at¬
tempting to open the hatch leading down to the steerage
dock ordered them to desist ami not to oiten the hatch
till water came; I then parsed into the ladies' saloon he-
low; saw no smoke or other indications of fire thero;
then returned to main saloon, broke open a deadlightand led a hose down ; there arc five decks In the ship-
orlop, freight, steerage, main and hurricane ; the hold
ha* three bulkheads *in.l two compartments; space he-
tween orlop deck and Height deck Is used for freight andcoal ; coal bunkers occupy space amidships alongside of
engines; alter bulkhead comes hallway between main
and mlzzeu masts; the space between treight deck and
sloe race deck Is used for freight, that between steerage and
main deck for passenger* and freight; on this occasion

I he re was only some hay in that part over the atter com-
purtmcnt; the lire was discovered on suerage dock for¬
ward of alter bulkhead, in middle compartment; it was
directly over the space occupied by coal ; it may have
been over either or both compartments; cou'd not tell
exact (Dilution ol flumes; soon after putting Ihe hose
down the deadlight the smoke and flames drove every¬body away ; I got on to tho steerage deck through the side
door, w hlcli is in about the middle ot the ship; got nearlyInto forward part of steerage, but Ihe smoke wa* soden«e I could not stay ; cannot -ay whether tire oroke out
on freight di ck or stccrasc dark ; cannot tell particularlywhat w.is burning, the whole deck was In a perfect sheet
ol fumes watchmen arc stationed all over the ship ; the
steerage watchman was on watch at the locality of
the tire; he hus charge of thut deck; the guarter*muster on watch should go through there everyhall hour; when 1 was on steeraec deck I drove the pas¬
senger* out ol the steerage and then went back into thesal. on. thence to the upper deck, and started Ihe hose
through the ventilators; in case of fire it Is the duty ot the
executive officer to proceed to the place of tire ; I saw the
fli st officer there ; I think all the officers were at their
posts; noticed none absent; when I first went into the
saloon no water was passing through the hose: it was
four or five minutes before w ater canic; when the water
did come It only lasted four or live minutes; only one
hose was being played on the tire from the saloon; nrolm-
blv live or six hose w ere laid as many as six should have
played ; only two sets ol hose arc supposed to be in the
saloon ; about twelve should be on the steerage deck ; a
large cast Iron rdpe runi through the steerage deck ; at In¬
terval* ol about ten feet there are taps for hose attach¬
ments; In case of fire all the taps should nave hose
ai'ached leading to the fire; when the water stopped run¬
ning through the ho^o we carried water in bncicta for
at'out ten minutes, but It having no effect this was
slopped; the hose was not used afterwards; the reason
thai the water stopped running through the hose was that
there w a* no power to drivo the pumps; in port we should
have steam enough on the donkey engine to drive all
pump*; do not know whether there was steam enough to
drive one pump the engine llres are allowed to go out in

I art. but not that of the donkey engine ; this Is not suffi¬
cient to drive all the | uinps; have no explicit instructions
In the matter of keeping any amount of steam In port;Instruction- arc that «team should always be 011 the don¬
key; do not know how ma h steam there was; am sure
there was mime steam ; chief engineer has general orders
to keep steam always; all the officers were on board at
the time of tho Ore, except the doctor; there was a
liieiiul tn the America, situated on the starboard
, in d in tins case it was not availed of, because
nearly all the passengers were out of the shipbefore the rest or u< ceased fighting tho fire; second or-
tii er has charge of life raits and boats; lour boat* wero
lowered; one was lowered at the very last thing by the
llrst and second officers, assisted by au officer from the
l.acka wsi.na ; these and the stewardess and some others
wot into that boat; I left the ship twenty minutes to
twelve; 1 think that must haTo been the time, for mywatch stopped at lhat time ; I should judge I was on the
ship hall an hour after the alarm was gi\ an; f Jumpedoverboard after the laat-mrutloned boat was clear ol the
.Idp there was no hesitation on the part of the crew to

1 obey orders if a fire occurs at sea the steam power come*
Iroin the main hollers; the donkey Is for use In port to
handle cargo, drive pump* and so forth; the donkey la
supposed to have sufficient power to drivo iiump* enoughI to nut out tire I have always gouo through the lire drill

at regular Intervals ; do not know ®f»»j ire having ba««
In Uie Salter after eight P. M i «wt offloer always la-

"'to 'Sdu£° rmr-Ali ">» »o. l» th« ritlt wu nM
.tretehed: ordinarily oarrj from twenty-Are to thirty
pound* of Meam on the donkey i had there been ateain
we ahontd have got water; all the hone were available.
Mr. DeLoag.What power in Mo hare you lor putting

out Are f , . _ _ , .

A. Ttibra are thirty-two »«U of hoM on the main and
.teeraao deck*, which eau be attached to the large iron

| pipe which runs through the ship at nea the purap* are
implied by uialn engine*, In port by donkey engine*; wa

' had been sixteen or seventeen hour* In portIt the donkey
engine-., with twenty pounds of steam, could not supply
all the liosoi with everything In good working order we
ought lo have bcou able to play twelve s^roaaM Ql water
on tho lire ; In my Judgment there was not steam enough
to drive pumpsi water toiled after tour minutes, because
steam foiled wunt of steam deprived us of powc r to ftght
the Qre ; there is po regulation at to how many P^umls of
uteain mould be kept; the chief engineer U ordered^
keen steam I wont lo the engineer and said, Br Ood,
Uralinin, there Is no water I" He made no rcply .."?
rushed lo tho donkey boiler; no pumps were worked
afterward; iny opinion li the fire mutt nave
started on the freight deck i at half-pa*t eleven
o'clock an eWccr went through tlie steerage
and found nothing: lire must havo been general on tho
decks below, on all deck* below there are faoUlUet for

I mooting steim, but the fire was abovo ; my opinion a* to
| the cause ol the Ore Is that It was either set oft fire or It

aroso from the carelossuese of the coolies who had been
working on the freight deok by smoking t Ike second and
third oflleors are In direct charge of the coolies super-

doubt^hcthersther I could have put the Are out: such a Are
oould not have occurred at sea j thero are valves to lot in
water to sink the ship i we might have opened them at
Arsi aiid sunk the ship, but this would have been attended
with great loss of We; afterwards we could not set at
them; In ease or Are tlioro aro men stationed to lower
boats; thero are enough men to lower half the boat* i all
the boat* were not Towered ; there were any quantity
of boats all round the ship; the bodies of Ally-three
Chinamen, three Eusopeaus and three Japanese have
been found; most of tho Olilnanieii lost tlielr lives by at¬
tempting to save tlielr effccU; some of them Jumped with
their chests; the breaking of the forward gangway was
cau-ed by the rush of people on It; Ally-nine Is the total
of all lost; all the rest aro accounted lor; the coal put on
bonrd ship at Han Francisco was mostly Australian coul,
with some Liverpool coal-

JOHBPH HALLRTT'S TESTIMONY.
Joseph Mallet, sworn.I was first oftlcer of tho steam¬

ship America ut the time of tho fire; I was In my room I
heard tho quartermaster sing out "Flro In after steer¬
age I rushed to that place and tried to got tho hose that
was hung iid there, but could not on account of the
smoke; tried again, but could not; I then went Into the
saloon; round the captain there wlthsoine hose; went on
upper deck and found hose stretched, but there wuh no
water pawing through any ; took my watch and set them
!o punning water with buckets; went to tlio hove again and
ound water In one on tho hurrtcano dock; tried to load

t to the Arc, but it was not long enough to reaoh the sa¬
loon; got another length and attacheu It, and put It down
through the ventilator; I then saw the flames forward of
tho pilot house : played on that ; told the captain
I was afraid it was too late; captain ordered me
to get the boat* clear; I went to the boat on
the port guard, cleared It und lowered It; was assisted by
second officer and an officer from the Lackawanna ; I slid
down on the lower tall* and tho others ou the attor falls ;
before leaving I looked around hut could see none on the
ship; picked up some people from the water and pulled to

a bark and put them on board i then went back to the
ship to pick up more, but could see no more; the place
around the ship was allvo with boats; quartermaster Wil¬
son Arst gavo me the alarm ; when I went below 1 could
see nothing but smoke ; I could smell tho hay burning j I
ssw the flames through the dead lights of tne pa loon; I
did not think the lire was below the steerage deck; I
thought the hay was the principal thing burning; some
ten minutes must liuve elapsed before water came
through the hose: (be only hose I saw w&ter
In was the ono I hud hold of; It was supplied
from the pump by steam from the donkoy boiler: I have
not to inspect the engine room ; 1 do not thiuk there was
steam on the donkey ; If there was steam thero would
have been water ; did not go luto the engine room ; when

I rtr.it suw the Are If I had hud water I could have put
the fire out: three minutes only should elapse between
the alarm and gotting wator; In this case ten minutes
elapsed; my opinion is that the ship was lost from want
of steam on the donkey engine ; I consider the rules issued
by tho company ample and that they cover all the
ground; had thoso rules been acted up to tho ship would
not have been lost; at sea I go round to Inspect every
hour; was In the steerage at nine o'clock: was on
the freight dock also, but saw no evidences of Are;
on the freight deck there were only a few cases of
arms; the flro was back of the coal; we had been work¬
ing that day on orlop and freight decks; we took nothing
Irom the steerage dock ; 1 had an opinion that the flro was
causod by the curelesMioss of coolies; I at Arst was going
to ullow the coolies to remain on the steerage deck, but
on coushle ration I removed them all to the main deck;
somo muy have stopped thero and smoked: I think It
originated In the hay ; the steerage watchman was in
charge thero; Ouartermastor Wilson had orders to go
through at ten; lie went through at hull-past ten; at six
bells (eleven o'clock) he said he saw lour bales ot hay ou
fire, and gave the alarm; 1 immediately went to after
steerage: cannot say whether all the officers were at
their posts; saw the second oillcer and every body I had
occasion to communicate with: I stuyed on tfio ship
half an hour; all hands did the best t hoy could,
obeyed all orders und were prompt; I think If
the fire hud caught on tho freight dcck we should
have seen evidence of It through the ventilator on the hur¬
ricane deck; 1 consider I took all precautions agalust
fire ; no cargo was lying loose ; tho holds were till secure :
It the Are rccurrcd at sea it would have been subdued
immediately; I am tlrmly of the opinion that when I
first saw the Aro it was cbntlned to the hay ; the same of
so many Chinamen losing thoir lives is owing to the fact
that they tried to savo their baggage ; somo were
drowned by boxes being Aung on ihein while In the
water; know nothing about the breaking of the gangway
ladder; there was a liberal supply ot life preservers,
about twelve hundred, convenient to steerage passen¬
gers; they aYe in a crib, with tho word* "Lite preser¬
vers'' in both F.nglisli und Cliin-se on it; the valves were
not open on steerage deck ; were open on upper deck ; I
opened them myself oil hurricane deck; there was no
breakago thatl know oftu the pumps.

JOHN CiRA HAM'S TESTIMONY.
John Graham sworn Was chief engineer of America

at the time of the tire; was on bourd at the time; luivo
been In the employ ot the company, oil' und on, lor twen-
t.v-two years as chief engineer ; soon alter six bells struck
heard a person call fire; rushed down alt to see whore it
uas;wuiit Into main saloon saw the flames through the
deadlights; then went forward to see If assistant engi¬
neers wero at their stations; three were at pumps amid¬
ships, two were itt tho donke.v room ; went to sec if water
was running through hose; went to the upper deck and
found water goiug through the outboard di.-charge ; had
that dosed and went back to main dock aud found water
running through ho-e; went forward again to donkey
room; staid there till the smoke and flames drove ino
out; I think it was Captain Miller that gavo tho
alarm; In case of fire in port have no par¬
ticular station, the main engine not being used;
1 was cool and collccted; I did go to the
engine room; we had flro and steam on the donkey boil¬
ers; twelve pounds of steam wero reported to tne ; we do
not use donkey engines for bundling cargo; liuve not been
in the habit of doing so; they are used for feeding boiler,
pumping up water, Ac ; there are thirty-two connections
lor hose in the ship the donkey ts not powerful enough
to feed them all ; with twenty pounds ot steam can drive
five jets; when the lire broke out there was twelve pounds
of sieam on and it was rising; with twenty pounds of
steam could throw water forty to titty teet; we are re¬
quired not to exceed twenty pounds of steam; generally
carry twelve pounds in port when the watch is set; that
is the rule on nil ships that I have been in; the outboard
valves lire generally opened before we start the pumps,
and afterwards are closed; I heard the people cry oul
there was no water, and I found none in the gangway ;
the fifth assistant engineer was on watch; tne
engineers, storekeeper and China Aretnen were
with hint to look after the the donkey ; gave first
assistant engineer, that night before going to bed, orders
about coal, none as to steam; It 1s lo:t to the engineer's
ludginent as to how much steain should be kept; can't al¬
ways keep twenty pounds on, because It would be Incon¬
venient to those on board, requiring constant blowing off,
and would be expensive to the company; 1 have not re¬
ceived any written Instructions from the company for
four or five years; 1 do not consider twelvo pounds of
steam sufllcient in case of Are ; the fifth assistant was on
watch receiving coal we keep no engineer In engine
room in port; the engineer on watch was supposed to be
looking after the donkey englue and coating; all the
pumps were not connected, because the boilers were not
sufficient to keep them going; my first assistant was at
the engine room door; tne steam pumps were over for¬
ward main boilers: first assistant's station is at pumps;
sixth assistant. I thitik, was looking alter the hose the
flrcmauis a Chinaman; 1 have not seen him since the
lire.
To Mr. Do Long;.Do not know of m.v own knowledge

how much steuin t here was; twelve pounds wag reported to
me ; did not gee the gauge was not nwArc that water hud
Mopped running through the hose alter it first started;
heard some one cry out therewus no water ; did not go to the
donkey engine at any time ; as to steam he had only given
general orders while he was oil the «hlp to keep twelve
nound* of ileum on, except when cooking, then to have
twenty pounds; this general order is generally understood

by the engineers; about five minutes only elapsed between
the closing ot the outboard discharge and the water being
in the hose; .-aw water (lowing through two pipes; all the
pumps lead to the main pipe on the steerage deck where
the ho« attachments are ; the second assistant was In the
eyes ot the ship; it takes from thirty to torty-tive minutes
to net iiji steam ou donkey boilers; we only keep steam en
one boiier in port; do not think that all Uie steam power
in the -liip could have put the tire out ; have been oil board
several ships while ou tire.
Uctitennnt Durnford and Snb-Lleutenant Wil¬

liams, of Her Majesty's steamship lilnaldo. were
then sworn, but their testimony threw no light on
the matter, as they cume to the ship too late to
render any assistance.
Many of the under officers and employes were

next examined, but their evidence was principally
to the same etfect as that of tlieir superiors.

rNITBD M ATES NAVY OITICKKS ON THE STAND.
J. Meld, Lieutenant United States steamship Lacka¬

wanna.doing oft to Lackawanna in company with Mr.
Klnpp, captain's clerk, saw the tire on the America and

gulled towards it; got on board and saw hose stretched,
ut there was no water; found one hose on the hurricane

deck that had water; he helped to lower a boat and put
the stewardess into It; picked up several people who
were In the water; was of the opinion that he was one of

| the llrst to get oil hoard the burning snip was of the
I opinion that it all the hu<e hail been in pluv when he saw

the tire It would have been useless; escaped himself byfiiilingaown the boat's fai's.
Frederick Klapp, captain's clerk of the Lackawanna,

was called, but his testimony was of no importance.
CniNESK TESTIMONY.

Ta Slit (warned to speak tho truth).Was fireman on
board the America; was at tho donkey engine amidships
on the main deck at the time of the lire; duty was to

! attend the tire at the donkey boiler when the alarm was
given there was fifteen pounds of steam on; had had
flttecn pounds all night; afterward It went down to

i fourteen pounds; fcur or five minutes aitcrward went up
to sixteen or seventeen pounds; tne highest it ever

i reached was eighteen pounds; chief engineer had told
him to keep flttecn pounds on all night; was alone on

. duty there all night; was always alono 011 duty in port;
at »ea there are several firemen on duty at tho lamq
time; in port sometimes the third assistant engineer is

I with us; staved by the donkey about twenty minutes
1 alter the tire occurred; then lumped ovcrboara.

Then again came officers and officials of the
America.
ITallett utffin being re-examined, said fhat there were

I thirty-five bales ot liny in the steerage: It was kept lor
the leeding ot the cattle on the homeward trip; it was

1 kept III the after steerage, hccause that was considered
1 the safest place for It; any person could have got into the

steerage on the night of the fire.
Here the testimony closed.
The Court retired for deliberation and then re¬

corded the following
Decisions

We, the undersigned, comprising the Court of In¬
quiry assembled nt the United states Consulate in
Yokohama, Japan, on the 31st day of August, 1872,
to inquire into the cause of the loss of tne steam¬
ship America, having heard and careiully consld'
ered all of the testimony adduced la the case, do
II ml as follows:.
That the steamer America arrived at this port and an¬

chored about seven o'clock on the morning of August 24,
Un. That, as usual with ships of that line when In this
port, all steam was allowed to go down except in one so-
called "donkey boiler." That when in port steam Is only
tip In this boiler for the ptirpoM of hoisting cargo, pump¬
ing the ship, pumping boilcrsand working the tire pumps.
That, with stmim on the main boilers, tho lull c apacity of
fire-extingulslilug apparatus 011 board this vessel was
thlrty lwo streams, together with a complete supply of

hoM to reaek Mr portion the vm»1 «ad
MM If desired. In addtttoa to «hto w* Aw? toM
arrangements tiMN tor ejecting Meant directly
from the ui tin boiler* to between the freight »«d ortop
dock* and also below (he orlop deck, go m at once to
¦mother any Ore In tucti portion of Ike vessel ttat not-
withstanding all this capacity. steam wa» only on this
one donkey boiler, and lliat wfui . mil head of steam not
more than live streams altogether could be supplied by
thU boiler to extinguish a Are. That an Iron pipe, wow
six inches In diameter, exteuded fore ami alt iu this ves
seL with hose attachments to accommodate every jiortion
of tbo ship. That all Are pumps on tlie vessel conuecieu
with sod supplied Uils pipe. That a full supply of (Ire
hose. aU in good order aud conveniently situated. whs on
hand. That the alter steerage or second cabin of thin ves¬
sel was unoccupied during the voyage from Ban Francisco
U> this port, and was also unoccupied durum the day and
evening of this Are. That this compartment of the ship
was very extensive, having numerous ports openinginto it, and three large ventilators leading irom it
through Ihe decks above. That as usual, when iu port, Ihe
weather being flue, these ports wore lett open. That this
compartment of the vessel was lined with staterooms
constructed of pine wood aud having no doors That
there was also In this compartment a large number of
standto berths ol like material and piled up as loose iuin-
ber. That near tho after part of this after steerage phatchway led to the ireiglit deck below. That near this
hatchway In this after steorage, and on the port side of
the vessel, wore plied about thirty Ave bales of hay for
use on the homeward voyogo. That this hay was piledIn rows, throe balos deep, and was nearly uudor the dead¬
lights of the main dock, which deadlights ran through
the centra of the cabin dining saloon. That
during thj day of arrival all freight for this

fiort had been discharged, and some freight
or Hong Kong received and placed on the alter freight
dock under this alter steerage ; that this freight consisted
of some large cases, several bags ol' rice ana three boxes

of cartrldgos; that In going to and Irom this freight deck
this hatchway leading Into the after steerage had Iicon
daring the day used as a thorough tare', that while this
freight was being recoived and discharged a careful watch
was kept to prevent the laborers from smoking, and by

J due o'clock on that evening all work had been stopped
n that portion of the vessel, the hatchway carciully

oiosed and locked, thus cutting off all communication
after that hour with tho alter freight dock, which com¬
partment of the vessel had no ports, but aid have one
ventilator leading up through the hurricane dock; that
at half-past nine, at ten and half-past ten o'clock
of the evening in questlou this after steerage was visited
by (tie proper ofllcers on watch, all of whom lallud to
detect any evldunoe of flro or the prcscuce of any person.

Rn(f reported "All woll." That at the last mentioned
mo the steerage steward with a closed light carefully

examined this nay to soe If any person was lying sleep¬
ing ahout it. That he was Immediately followed or pre¬
ceded by the quartermaster ort watch, who, without a
light, carefully Inspected this part of tho vessel! Ana II
seems to us that If any Are had then been In this after
steerage it must have been observed. That during ihe
evening coal was being received into tho vessel forward,
and, lor some reason seemingly insufficient to us. the sixth
engineer.the only engineor then on duty In the ship-
was attending to the recolving and stowing of thlsooal,
leaving a Chinese stoker alono on watch in tho
donkey boiler room; thai such was the condition of affairs

at eleven o'clock of this eveulng, when Quarlerroastor
Wilson after striking "six bells" proceedod on his tour of
Inspection, and upon reaching the main deck and Bear¬
ing the dining saloon, he with the stewardess and others
detected the smell of smoke.glanced over the side 01 tho
vessel, saw smoke issuing from the after-steerago ports;
rushed at once below iuto the alter steerage and thero
saw lire In the two upper Iters of this hay ; that this Are
tlien occupied a space less than three feet smiaro, and not
being connected with any woodwork of tlie ship; that
Immediately a general alarm in the ship was given, and
most of the officers and trow at once putforth every effort in their power ty subdue the
flames; that under tho direction of the first officer a Are
hose was stretched In the after steerage, the valvo turned
on and water uwaited, but nono came before the smoke
And flames drove him and his assistants above Uiat deck.
That under the supervision of Captain Doane, four linos
of 1io«iiS WW At oncft stretched in the- main saloon, the
valves opened aud water therd AWaifea for Softie rtiUnites.
That eventually.and for a short time only.a llttlo came
through one line of the hose and then failed, no more
coming through any hose until they also wuro aban
dpned, the captain and crew being driven by the Haines
to the hurrlcano deck. That here another length of note
had been stretched, the Arst officer when driven from
the steerage taking charge of It; but through this
also no water came until the flames had completePossession of the vessel below tho hurricane deck.
hat from .hat time the supply through this one line or

hose was full and continued to pour through it until the
ship was abandoned. To our minds this fact proves the
fire pumps and supply plpo of the vosset to have been in
good working order, aud the presence of water for a few
moments through oue line of hose in the rahin Is proofthat steam was so low in the donkey boiler that when
turned on supplied one stream for a very lew minutes
only, and then fell so low as to be useless, until j tutt before
the shit) was abandoned.
We are of opinion that tlie long time which elapsedbetore even this one stream was started denotes

great want of preparation or (treat tardiness in the engi¬
neer's department, and we entertain no doubts that if
steam to the amount of twenty pounds or more had
been on the donkey builor at the time alarm was given
the fires under that boiler in propor condition, and properexpedition used in getting tlie fire pumps at work, tlie tiro
might havo been extinguished and the ship saved. We
are of opinion that because ot the peoullar location of tlie
fire.the very combustible material In which It com¬
menced.a general misapprehension as to It* headwayprevailed on all bands, resulting in some confusion.
There seems to us to have been too many people for too
long a time engaged at the hose waiting tor water, and
too great delay in organizing lines with buckets. In fact,
it seems to us that the glare of this light on tho large sec¬
tion of dead lights in the main saloon erroneously im¬
pressed all on board with the idea that the whole after
steerage and after freight decks were 011 tire; that this,
with tlie unexpected tailuro of water, led every ouo to
follow his own judgment in doing what he could to subdue
the flames.
We feel that this meed of praise is, however, justly dueto all the officers and crew of the vessel ; that they seemedto have worked with great gallantry and persovorancefrom the moment they realized the danger until driven

from the vessel by the flames. The great loss of life
among the Chinese passengers resulted, In our opinion,from a variety of causes. T'irst, from the general effort
made by all of thcin to save their property. This led some
to overweigh themselves with money us, for Instance,
on one body which was recovered, some twenty-sevenhundred dollars In gold was found and more or less coin
In various sums was found on nearly all. Second, some
threw their heavy boxes overboard into the sea, upon the
heads of those below. Third, tliey neglected to secure anyof the great number of lite-preservers within easy reach
aud in plain sight of all. fourth, by the carrying away
of- tho accommodation ladder when crowded with
Chinese passengers all were hurled Into tho sea to
struggle and die together. Filth, two boats that had been
used to bring coal on board the ship, and which were
lying alongside when the Are liroke out wore
left in charge ot Japanese coolies by their officers, whoboarded the ship to help extinguish the fire. These boats
the Japanese sailors In a cowardly manner set ad rift,lending no hand towards rescuing either the Chinese or
even their own officers. And lastly, this great loss of life
was occasioned by the fearful rapidity with which the
flumes spread ; the iong continued effort made by all
hands to subdue the flames leaving no tline or opportu¬nity to lower the ship's boats or its lite rait alter such
efforts were discontinued.

In conclusion, we most regretfully stale that from all
the evidence we are convinced that the Are was the resuit
ot intention and not of accident. Only the most remote
and Improbable chance for it to have occurred from anyaccident exists; whereas a person to disposed could,In our opinion, without difficulty and with but the
slightest chance of detccUon, have communicated this
tire. The inducement to do this may have arisen from
antipathy 011 the part ot some persons towards the Pacific
Mail Steamship Company orsome of its officers, or from
the tact that the Chinese passenger;, although go few in
number, were so generally supplied with large sums of
money. This may havo become known on shore and In¬
duced some wretch to flre the ship tor the sake of an
opportunity ot robbing these pcoplo during the con¬
flagration.

CHARLES 0. 8HEPARD,Consul and President of the Court.
PAUL SHIRLEY,Captain and Senior United States Naval officer present.
E. 0. PEROT, Shipmaster.

United States Consulate, Kanaqawa, Japan, Sept. 9,1872.
By courtesy of the Court, and at the request of the

agent of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company at this
port, I, the undersigned, was present and participated In
taking the testimony In this proceeding and luliy concur
in tlie foregoing findings and conclusions.

C. E. bn LuNO, United States Minister.
The Disaster Reported by an American

Naval Officer.
Washington, Oct. 10, ist2.

A private despatch from one of the officers or the
United States steamer Lackawanna, dated Yoko¬
hama, August 27, and received here to-day, says:.
About ten o'clock Saturday night Captain Shirley

sent for his executive officer, Lieutenant Com¬
manding A. G. Kellogg, as Ore bells were ringing
on hoard some of the ships in the harbor. Captain
Kellogg immediately ordered a boat lowered sup¬
plied with axes and buckets, on nearlng the
scene of conflagration what was our surprise to
see tlames breaking out everywhere from tiie mag-
nitlceut steamer America, of the Pacific Mall line,
and just arrived from San Francisco.
on the hurricane deck of the ill-fated steamer

stood Lieutenant Field, of the Lackawanna, direct¬
ing such of the crew ns had not jumped overboard
aud lowering the last boat the steamer had. It
appears that Lieutenant Field and Mr. Klupp, the
captain's clerk, were passing when the alarm was
given. Field ran on board anil, finding the officers
mostly gone and everything In confusion, assumed
command and set about saving the lives of the pas¬
sengers.

DIFFICULTIES AND CONFUSION.
One stalwart passenger refused assistance In

lowering the boats and attempted to escape with
his carpet sack. Lieutenant Field, In the coolest
manner possible, knocked him down and threw his
luggage into the sea. This prompt action on the
part of the young lieutenant at once restored
order, and Field worked with a vim until he barelyescaped with his life from the burning ship.Mr. Klapp jumped overboard and swam with a
lady and her child to a beat and put them In it. lie
then returned to the ship, but found the decks too
hot to hold him. He slipped down a rope where a
a lot of Chinamen were hanging. They seized
Klapp by the legs and were endeavoring to drown
him when Captain Kellogg with a boat's crew came
along and rescued him.

It was a splendid sight to us to see our young
navy lieutenant surrounded by the crackling
tlames. and yet discharging his responsible and
laborious duty with as much coolness and dellbera-
tlon as if he was making his bow at an evening
party.
HUMANE EXERTION IN TnE FACE OF DHEAD FATALITY.
Our boats worked nearly all night picking up and

saving those we could tlnd, and yet in spite of
all our efforts It appears flity-su persons were
drowned.
The officers of the America proved to be a sorry

lot and brought no credit on themselves. The mate
was the first to Jump overboard to escape trom the
gunpowder.

OFFICIAL MERCANTILE THANKS.
The agent of the Pacific Mall Company addressed

a note to Captain Shtrly the next day In which he
said, "Please convey to the officers and men of
your command our warmest thanks for the hearty
aid rendered us In our late disaster. We would
more especially mention Lieutenant Commander
A. u. Kellogg and Lieutenants Field and
Elliott and their men, their acts coming more
under our personal observation. Occasions like the
one through which we have passed, though terri¬
ble In themselves, still show us the sympathy of our
mends which palliates, though It cannot relievo our
troubles."

A TYPHOON IN CONCLUSION.
A fearful typhoon sprang up early Sunday morning,and blew with such violence that rocks weighing

upwards of five hundred pounds were thrown from
the sea wall and carried fifty feet up the road.
Our steamer sustained no Injury.
There wore 308 deaths In Brooklyn daring the

past wee*. Of the deceased 47 were men, 48 wo¬
men. 49 <rlris and 06 boys.

THE RING FRAUDS.

Bill Tweed sad Tom Fields Before the Omit
of Oyer and Terminer.

Arguments of Counsel on Applica¬
tions for Delay.

It having been announced that argument* would
take place In the Court of Oyer and Terminer ye*-
terday morning tu relation to the disposition of oai
or more of the "King" eases, a large number M
persons were present to watch the proceedings.
Among the legal lights present were District Attor¬
ney Garvin, Wlieeler BL I'eckham, John McKeoa,
David Dudley Field, ex-Judge Beach, Henry &
Clinton and John E. BurriiL Messrs. Garvin, Peek-
ham, and Clinton, as prosecuting counsel, sal
together on one Bide of the table, the other counsel
sitting at the opposite side. Judge John H. Brady
satoa the bench.

TTTH TWKKD CASE.
Counsel for Mr. Tweed referred to a report tat aw

of the daily papers of the proceedings of the Court
on Monday, in a manner which gave a false 1»
^trcssloo in relation to counsel connected with the
Tweed case. He was not aware that the Indict¬
ment in Oyer and Terminer had not been mergod
into the one in General Sessions.
Mr. PeQkham said that the question now was a*

to aettiog the case down for trial on Monday next*
Defendant's counsel said the indictments had not

been merged, but as there had been a mlsappre^
heuslon ou hla (counsel's) part, It perhaps would!
be bettor to move ae novo lor a day of trial, and
thus give Mr. Tweed's counsel more time to pre*
pare lor opposition to the motion) he would require
enough time to consult with his associates, and ho
presumed that at least two days' notice should bo
given.

District Attorney Garvin suggested that Satoi^
day or Monday be set for arguing the motion to aet
the case for trial.
Defendant's counsel then asked that TuesdayM

appointed, and It was determined that the District
Attorney move on Tuesday to have a day set lor
the trial of Mr. Tweed, counsel for the defendant to
be present to oppose said motion.
Tnls matter having been disposed of, 'counsel (Or

Mr. Tweed complained that private counsel, act¬
ing ostensibly for the people, had

ACCHSS fO THB QBAND JTOT: *
.

and probably cxSrcIsed an undue influence ovef
them, it was not right that any other than the*
District Attorney should have access to the Grand
Jury, but If such right was accorded to nominal
assistants of the District Attorney, but who were,
lu reality, private counsel, the counsel for the de¬
fendant should have the same privileges.
Judge Brady soUl ih«U gone but the District At¬

torney or nlslegally authorized representative had
any right to confer with the Grand Jury. J
Counsel said that private counsel had attended

the Grand Jury's sessions and bad become cog¬nizant of the secrets of the Grand Jury and had
substantially given the Grand Jury advice. He be¬
lieved he could show that what he stated was true.
Judge Brady said he could pay no attention to

statements based simply on reports ; there must bo
absolute proof. He Would institute proper Inqui¬
ries, and if it was found that any Improper com¬
munications had been had with the UrandJurya
fctriedy \vould be immediately applied.
Counsel then expressed himself satisfied with

the assurance of the Court. >

THE CASK OF TOM C. FIELDS. '
.

Mr. Beach then niSVed to postpone Thora&a 0.
Fields' case and to put it over lor the term, on the
ground that an Important witness for the defence
could not be present during the present term. The
indictments were for bribery in relation to fire¬
men's claims while Mr. Fields was in the Assembly*In 1867 Mr. Fields undertook the duty as private
counsel to get these claims passed, Mr. Fields to
get thirty-three and one-third per cent of the
amount obtained as private counsel. In 1808 th«
Fire Commissioners opposed the claims and
they were not paid. Mr. Fields was nQl
a member of the Legislature Id 1868, nor
was he In 1869, when the claims weftf
passed. The gist of the Indictments was that Mr.
Fields received a consideration lor his yotc or ser-
-vices as member of Assembly, in procuring the pass¬
ing of the claims. The material witness was Rich¬
ard B. Connolly, the late Comptroller, and it was
expected to be shown by him that he had audited
and paid ten per cent of these claims without anycollusion with Mr. Fields. Neither Mr. Connolly'sfamily nor friends could tell where he now was, or
at least denied that they could, and his whereabouts
were unknown and could not be ascertained by
counsel.
Mr. Garvin said that the records of the Comptrol¬

ler's otllce would be adequate proof of the auditing
and puymeut spoken of, and the Comptroller was
not a material witness. There was no evidence
that Mr. Connolly would ever appear, even if ho
was needed. He bad failed to appear heretofore as

a witness, and could not be lound, and it was not
claimea now that he would be fouud.
Mr. Beach said it could be shown that the Are

claims were Inserted in the tax levy by Mr. Con¬
nolly, without the knowledge of Mr. Fields, and
fiat the tax levy was so passed In the Legislature
as to leave It doubtful whether Mr. Fields knew
that the claims were inserted in the tax levy.
Judge Brady said that it would be wrong to force

the defendant to trial, If there was any probability
that by a delay an important witness for the de¬
fence conlU be procured.
Mr. Peckham said that there was no claim by

the counsel for the delence that Mr. Connolly could
or would oe found and procured as a witness.
Judge Brady said that was the weak point In the

application for a postponement.
Mr. Beach In reply said that It was expected

to obtain Mr. Connolly, but it could not be certainlyshown that he could be obtained, but in a
case so seriously affeetlng the defendant all
possible Indulgence should be given him la
his efforts to produce a material witness
for his defence. The defendant was not
to blame for Mr. Connolly's absence
and should have some latitude allowed him In his
efforts to seenre Mr. Connolly's attendance. These
Indictments have been allowed to sleep, bat sud¬
denly, on the eve of an important election, a greateffort Is made to press the case to trial, and such
sudden action looked strange, at least.
Mr. Garvin thought that it was Incumbent uponthe defendant himself to come forward and make

an affidavit, on winch to base a motion for a post¬
ponement. The defendant knew whether he him¬
self was aware that the chilrus were In the tax lev*
when he cast his vote, and the point in which Con¬
nolly could be considered a material witness was
simply as to whether lie, without any consultation
with the defendant, inserted the claims In the tax
levy, but the real point was, arter all, whether tho
deiendant knew the claims were lu the tax levywhen he voted for said levy.
Mr. Beach said It was singular, when the Tombs

was crowded with murderers and others awaiting
trial, that a case in which the defendant was on
trial was so suddenly and vehemently pressed to
trial.
Judge Brady said he would take the papern and

consider the question of postponement, mainly on
the basis of whether it had been shown that Mr.
Connolly has in reality absconded and cannot be
procured. The present impression of the Court
was that there was not. a sufficient ground for de¬
lay. but the question should be closely examined
and decided at an early day.
This ended the discussion and counsel left the

court room.

FORGERY OF MERCANTILE ORDERS.
An Ingenious Young Man Who Ob¬
tained Plate* of Copper on a Counter-
felted Signature.Ilia Arrest and Im¬
prisonment.
Yesterday a man named Frederick 0. Hendricks

was brought before Judge Scott, at the Tombs, on
the serious charge of forgery, and was remanded to
jail to await examination. When in the conrt
room his appearance was by no means remarkable,
otherwise than that ho wore a sinister expression
and had very red hair.
The facts of the case seem to be that Hendricks

was arrested by Roundsman Stewart, or tho Fifth
precinct, on Wednesday under accusation by the
firm of Holmes, Booth M Hayden, of No. 40 Cham¬
bers street, who are dealers in brass and coppel
plates. Hendricks' crime is said to be the coun¬
terfeiting of the signature of J. R. Palmunbergh,
of No. 406 Broome street (Who is a hardware mer¬
chant), on orders for goods which lie seat to
Holmes, iiooth & Harden, the number of pounds ol
copper, however, not being stated in evory In-
stance, but left to the judgment of the bearer,
'i he wording of the forged document was alter this
fashion:.
rieasc let bearer have what be wanti and chsrgo It to

me. J. K. PAUtKNBBftUR.
Previous to Wednesday the rascal had been able

to get in this way about $132 worth of copper into
his possession, which lie had sold to one Jolin
Stack, \yho keeps a innkshop at No. 85 West Broad¬
way. The firm of Holmes, Booth A Haydeu sent
their bills to Mr. raimenberg. Ho was astonished
at the purchases which they represented him to
l ave made, anu disclaimed tho signatures which
were attached to the orders. Detective Fields
traced the property to the shop of Stack, whom be
found, had purchased it for seven cents a pound,
while it was really worth fifty cents a pound. Ho
arrested stack, and both prlsoiers were In Courl
yesterday, but no uew develoj scnts were then
made.

BURNED TO DEATH,
Coroner Keenan yesterday morning received In¬

formation that a lew honrs previously Antonio
Tozo. an Italian youth, had been bnrnod to death
by a Qre which occurred at his residence, 153 Eliza¬
beth street. Deceased was a musician aud had
been out late the night previous. The remains
were taken to no Prince street, from wlUch place
they will b« burled by his friends.


